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ARCHITECTS REPORT

BRIEF

The creation of a world class, iconic aerial cableway from the Haute Cabriere estate to a point near the peak of
the Middagkrans mountain in Franschhoek. A new facility that works with the existing farmstead and
showcases the Fynbos Biome, the Winelands, the history of the area and boosts the existing local tourist
experience.

SITE

The Base Station Site is situated on Lamprechts road and is characterized by a large dam and an existing
winery and tasting facility below the slopes of the Haute Cabriere vineyards.

The site is owned by Haute Cabriere and has an existing sub-terranean winery, and a well -appointed restaurant
and wine tasting facility. Behind the newly renovated restaurant is a large grass terrace (the roof of the
subterranean maturation cellar) with commanding views up towards Middagkrans and over/out towards the
Franschhoek valley.

The dam is well established and edged in places by mature trees and natural fynbos. There is a medium
density housing development to the Northern side of the dam.

The existing access road in the estate is a double lane entry, controlled by a security kiosk and boom.

The Upper Station Site is located downslope from the peak of Middagkrans, around a surveyed area on
contour 1017, with the peak at point 1030.74. The upper station site is owned by the Stellenbosch Municipality.
It is situated within the Mont Rochelle Nature Reserve which is managed by the Mont Rochelle Nature Reserve
Board. The upper station site is characteristically rocky with grass and low shrubs. The views over the
Franschhoek valley are quite astounding, as are the views towards Theewaterskloof dam and beyond.

CONCEPT

The design approach with the base station is to create facilities within and of the landscape, and the approach
with the upper station is to create facilities that are perched on the landscape, touching the ground lightly.
The base station is a fabulous ‘departure lounge’ integrated into the landscape, an environment which
showcases the Cape Floral kingdom and the mystery of wine-making at Haute Cabriere, with places to linger,
to get out of the sun, refresh and launch. It's in the landscape not on the landscape. The upper station facilities
are made entirely of pre-manufactured components, a lightweight kit of parts strung along a single contour,
and on angled steel braced supports, with timber panelled infill. The braced and angled supports below the
decks form a detailed and shaded underbelly to the scheme, reducing the visual impact of the geographically
positioned building facilities.

BASE STATION AND ARRIVAL AREA

The base station is situated on the banks of the existing dam, with the control gear set into the banks, and
screened with landscaped and stepped seating, plus a view deck on the water's edge. This serves to reduce
visual impact of the heavy cableway gearbox, motors etc. all housed within a sub-terranean plant room.

The arrival/departure platform of the base station is closely aligned with the arrival level of a new parking
structure for ease of access. The actual cableway arms, cable car and cable wheel are expressed and rather
beautiful in the robust simplicity of their design. The gear is high tech and Swiss designed.

Over the base station and the dam edge is a steel and timber cantilevered pergola structure, heavily planted
with deciduous vines and creepers. This serves to conceptually bring the upper vineyards of the estate into the
scheme, softening visual impact and providing shade and shelter.
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The arrival by vehicle or bus is via a widened road on Lamprechts road, and straight up and into a ramped
parking structure, providing parking for 177 cars and easy turning circles for minibuses, taxis and the
Franschhoek wine tram buses. To reduce the impact of the parking, the sides of the concrete structure are
completely open, and naturally ventilated, and the whole structure is covered by a steel and timber pergola,
heavily greened with deciduous vines.

The location of this large parking structure is on previously disturbed land and replaces the existing temporary
wine maturation facilities on the estate.

The ticket office for the ride is situated off the common arrival area under cover of a pergola, in a village square
environment serviced by a waiting/coffee/refreshment facility, and situated close to the toilets and restrooms.
The views from this village square over the valley are quite spectacular, and in the foreground is the
planted/grassed roof of the current Haute Cabriere maturation cellar. An inviting glass enclosed staircase will
allow visitors to enter the existing estate facilities through a suspended bridge in the barrel maturation cellar
through to the tasting rooms and restaurant,

This area is in the heart of the existing wine making operation on the Estate, and part of the attraction will be
showcasing how the wine is made and even watching the press at work over the harvest season.

All along the route (wheelchair friendly) from the 'town square’ ticket area to the base station, are low rough
exposed-aggregate concrete walls, peppered with information displays, to educate visitors to the Fynbos
biome, the history of the area, the winemaking techniques, and the local flora/fauna.

The landscaping concept is around the sensitive integration of the new scheme into the existing landscape,
with destination gardens featuring sculpture and specialist planting. There will be new tree lines, berms and
ornamental vine structures which will screen, shade and integrate the scheme into the site.

UPPER STATION

The upper station arrival platform is on contour level 1017, with a control room, disabled toilet and souvenir
shop. Underneath the arrival platform are toilets and water storage and the water storage/ waste
management systems. (All sewerage is transported underneath the cars back down the mountain.)

On arrival, there’'s a deck flowing to the left (West), to a widened view area in front of a serviced kiosk for
refreshments. The view platform on this side (South) has a lowered front deck level, and a meandering
out-and-back pathway up to the peak.

Also to the west is the path to the Paragliding launch platform, situated on a sloped/grassed area on contour
level 1070 at a gradient of about 1:8

To the right (East) after arrival and past the souvenir shop, is another deck which widens to an "all day café".
Beyond that is a large multi-purpose area, which will include a showstopping wine bar showcasing the
Franschhoek Vintners' wines, and a craft beer and artisan lounge.

The decks end in a fine-dining facility with arguably the most spectacular view, with serviced kitchen, yard and
stores behind and stepped decking in front.

There's a lookout deck on top of the multipurpose space and an outdoor seating area at the very end.

The whole upper station is a lightweight placement on to the landscape, following the contours and
cantilevering off the hard rock edge of the mountainside. All timber and steel components are to be
pre-manufactured to exact dimensions, to allow for transport by cable to the top, and assembled in a Meccano
type fashion.

With the help of detailed survey information, the structural components can be pre-measured and
manufactured within designed tolerances. This way, robust structures can be pre-manufactured to handle the
extreme weather conditions and be a low maintenance backdrop to the incredible views enjoyed from above.
Constructability and materiality have been key factors informing the design, in addition to the functionality of
the layout and the circulation.



LOCALITY PLAN
Showing Haute Cabriere, Franschoek, Berg River Dam, and False Bay
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1. Screening Trees
2. Riparian Planting
3. Fynbos Mix

4. Increased Tree Planting
5. Existing Trees

6. Village Green

7. Existing Vineyards

8. Restored Fynbos Slopes
9. New Parking Structure
10. Entrance

PLANT PALETTE (KEY SPECIES)

GROUNDCOVERS & PERENNIALS
Carissa macrocarpa ‘green carpet’ Natal plum

Dymondia margaretae Carpet daisy
Gazania rigens - vani, unifiora Coastal gazania
Geranium incanum Carpet geranium
Lampranthus spectabilis sp. Traikng ice plant
Osteospermum fruticosum Trailing African daisy
ium capitatum Rose geranium
Pelargonium peltatum vy leaved pelargenium
Tulbaghia viclacea Wild garlic
SUCGULENTS
Alge arborescens Candelabra alce
Aloe striata Coral aloo
Cotyledon orbiculata Pig's oar
Cotyledon orbiculata var. eblong Obleng cotyledon
Lampranthus sp. Bumnt crangeswhita
Pertulacaria afra Elephant food
Senecio barbertonicus Succulent bush senecio
Sonecio sorpens Succulont sonecio {sidver)
CLIMBERS
Ficus pumila Tickey creepar
Rhoicissus digitata Monkey grape
Rhoicissus tomentosa Wild grape
Senccio tnmoides Canary creeper
Trechalosp | Star jasmi
SHRUBS
Coleonoma calycinum Confotti bush - white
Metalasia muricala Blombos.
Loonotis loonurus Lion's tail
Polygala myrtifolia September bush
Ericcephalus africanus Wild resemary
Elytropappus rhinocerctis Rhinocaros bush
Athanasia crithmifoiia Klaaslouwbos
HEDGES
Coleonema album Conletti bush
Dodonea viscosa var. augustifola Sand clive
Pertulacaria afra Spekboom
Salvia africana-lutea Beach salvia
Searsia crenata Dune crow-borry
TREES
Populus simenii Simen's poplar
Calodendrum capense Cape Cheslinut
Celtis alrcana White Stinkwood
Ekebergia capensis Cape ash
Harpephyllum caffrum Wilel pham
Olea eurcpea subsp. africana Wild clive
Sideroxylon inerme Milkwood
Tarconanthus camphoratus Wild camphor
LAWNS
Cynodon dactyion Bormuda grass
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LOWER STATION - SECTION D
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LOWER STATION - SECTION E
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Upper Station Sketchup View
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Sections H & K only

20200816 02 Helipad added, viewing platforms
widened access stair to paragliding
added

2022.06.22 01 REVISED as shown

2022.03.18 00 Issued as stage3 benchmark
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Franschhoek
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upper station sections
Sections H &K
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